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Abstract

The Dhangar community, traditionally known for their pastoral lifestyle as shepherds, is increasingly facing a range of socio-
economic challenges in contemporary society. This paper aims to explore the multifaceted issues that the Dhangar shepherds
encounter, highlighting critical areas such as economic hardships, educational barriers, health concerns, and the impact of
modernization on their way of life.

Historically, the Dhangars have played a significant role in rural economies, contributing to agricultural practices through
their expertise in sheep herding. However, the transition towards urbanization and modernization has led to significant
disruptions in their traditional livelihoods. Economic instability is one of the foremost challenges, with many Dhangar families
experiencing fluctuations in income due to changes in market demand for wool and livestock, as well as competition from
other sources of livelihood. This economic uncertainty has profound implications, often leading to increased poverty levels
within the community.

Educational barriers also pose a significant challenge for the Dhangar shepherds. Many children from this community do not
have access to quality education due to various factors, including geographic isolation, inadequate infrastructure, and socio-
cultural attitudes toward education. As a result, literacy rates remain low, hindering the community's ability to secure better
employment opportunities and break the cycle of poverty.

Health concerns further complicate the socio-economic landscape for the Dhangar community. Limited access to healthcare
services, combined with a lack of awareness about health and nutrition, contributes to a high prevalence of chronic illnesses
and malnutrition. Many families are unable to afford necessary medical treatments, leading to deteriorating health conditions
that affect their productivity and quality of life.

Ultimately, this study serves as a critical resource for policymakers, researchers, and community leaders seeking to
understand and address the socio-economic challenges faced by the Dhangar community, paving the way for sustainable
development and empowerment.
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Introduction

The Dhangar community, an integral part of India's pastoral economy, has historically been
engaged in sheep rearing and pastoral activities. Despite their significant contribution to the
agrarian economy, the Dhangars face persistent socio-economic challenges. Economically,
Dhangar shepherds struggle with low and unstable incomes, with 80% of households earning
below the poverty line. Only 25% have access to formal banking, and less than 10% receive credit
or financial aid, limiting their ability to invest in better livestock or farming techniques.
Educationally, the community faces high dropout rates, with 40% of children leaving school before
completing primary education due to seasonal migrations for grazing. Only 15% complete
secondary education and a mere 5% pursue higher education. Limited educational infrastructure
and cultural barriers further exacerbate these issues.

Health-wise, 70% of households report difficulty accessing healthcare, with the nearest facility
often more than 10 kilometres away. Common illnesses include respiratory and gastrointestinal
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infections, with a high incidence of child malnutrition reflecting economic constraints and poor
dietary practices.

Socially, modernization is eroding traditional pastoral practices, particularly among the youth, with
only 30% under 30 years engaged in traditional shepherding. Social discrimination affects 55% of
respondents, limiting their access to resources and services. Adaptation to modern socio-
economic environments is slow, with only 20% engaged in non-agricultural employment,
underscoring the need for improved education and skill development. This study aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of these challenges and suggest interventions for the community's
betterment.

Objectives
e To examine the economic challenges faced by Dhangar shepherds.
e To analyze the educational barriers within the Dhangar community.
e To investigate health issues prevalent among Dhangar shepherds.
e To understand the social challenges and the impact of modernization on the Dhangar
community.

Methodology

Research Design

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining both qualitative and quantitative
research methods. Surveys, interviews, and focus group discussions (FGDs) were conducted
among Dhangar shepherds in various regions to gather comprehensive data.

Sample Size and Selection

A total of 200 Dhangar households were selected using stratified random sampling to ensure
representation from different geographic locations and socio-economic backgrounds.

Data Collection

Surveys: Structured questionnaires were administered to gather quantitative data on economic
status, education levels, health conditions, and social integration.

Interviews: In-depth interviews were conducted with key informants, including community leaders,
educators, and healthcare providers.

Focus Group Discussions: FGDs were held with groups of Dhangar shepherds to gather
qualitative insights into their lived experiences and challenges.

Results and Discussion Economic Challenges
Analytical Results:

Indicator Value
Average Monthly Income Below the national rural average
Households Below Poverty Line 80%
Access to Formal Banking 25%
Received Credit or Financial Aid Less than 10%
Discussion:

The majority of Dhangar households earn below the poverty line, primarily due to unstable income
from sheep rearing and wool sales. The fluctuating market prices for these products make
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financial planning difficult. Additionally, only a quarter of the households have access to formal
banking services, which restricts their ability to save and invest in better livestock or modern
farming techniques. The lack of financial literacy and collateral are significant barriers to accessing
credit.

Educational Barriers

The educational analysis highlighted significant barriers within the Dhangar community:

Analytical Results:

Indicator Value
Primary Education Enroliment 65%
Dropout Rate 40%
Completed Secondary Education 15%
Pursued Higher Education 5%

The enroliment rate for primary education is relatively high at 65%, but the dropout rate before
completing primary education is alarmingly high at 40%. This is mainly due to the migratory
lifestyle required for grazing, which disrupts continuous education. Additionally, only 15% of the
population has completed secondary education, and a mere 5% have pursued higher education.
This low educational attainment is due to insufficient educational infrastructure, cultural barriers,
and lack of awareness about the importance of education.

Health Issues
Health issues are a significant concern among Dhangar shepherds:
Analytical Results:

Indicator Value
Difficulty Accessing Healthcare 70%
Nearest Health Facility >10km 60%
Common llinesses Respiratory, gastrointestinal infections
Child Malnutrition High incidence
Discussion:

A substantial 70% of Dhangar households reported difficulty accessing healthcare services, with
the nearest health facility being more than 10 kilometres away for 60% of them. This lack of
access leads to untreated illnesses and higher mortality rates. Common health issues include
respiratory and gastrointestinal infections, exacerbated by poor living conditions and lack of
sanitation. Child malnutrition is also prevalent, reflecting economic constraints and poor dietary
practices.

Social Challenges and Modernization

Analytical Results:

Indicator Value
Traditional Practices Erosion Significant decline among youth
Social Discrimination 55%
Non-Agricultural Employmen 20%
Discussion:
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Modernization and urbanization have led to the erosion of traditional pastoral practices, especially
among the younger generation. Only 30% of respondents fewer than 30 years of age were
involved in traditional shepherding activities. Social discrimination is a significant issue, with 55%
of respondents experiencing some form of exclusion, which limits their access to community
resources and services. Adapting to modern socio-economic environments is slow, with only 20%
of households engaged in non-agricultural employment, reflecting a need for better education and
skill development.

Conclusion

The Dhangar shepherd community faces a myriad of challenges that hinder their socio-economic
development. Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach, including policy
interventions, community engagement, and support from non-governmental organizations.
Promoting education, improving healthcare access, and providing economic opportunities are
crucial steps towards the upliftment of the Dhangar community.
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